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Heart of the matter

T

he Smith Society, which just celebrated its 15th
anniversary, is first and foremost a community, not
a program, a group of friends in pursuit of the
truth that all of us bring unique gifts; we exist to help our
students discover and develop those gifts. The heart of it
is fellowship, with a capital F and small f. Everyone
involved is a Fellow. Students are Collegiate Fellows.
Everyone else—including you—is a Senior Fellow.

We are volunteer-led. Our board, which includes students, sets policy and makes sure that all aspects of what
we do work in harmony. Our Core Leadership Team,
comprised mostly of students, oversees and implements
programs, including outreach to pre-college kids and
community service. Last year, paying homage to PAGE
SMITH, Cowell College’s first provost and our namesake,
twelve of our students did internships at Walnut Avenue
Women’s Center, Boys and Girls
Club, the Diversity Center, and
the Rebele Homeless Shelter.
Sums up Math and Computer
Science major Carl Eadler
(Kresge’16), “Often I get asked,
‘So where is home for you?’ I
struggle to give an answer. I grew
up in Nashville, but it stopped
Carl
feeling like home the moment my
dad passed away. Even though I’ve been lucky enough to
have a roof over my head since then, I haven’t found a
place that feels like ‘home’ yet. What Smith offers is a
community of friends who understand, because they’ve

been through it too. Though we rarely tell our life stories
to one another, we’re all aware that we have this common
background and common experiences. We understand
what it’s like to struggle through college without much, if
any, family support. We understand what it’s like not to
know if you’ll be able to come back to the university for the
next year. We understand that much of the time we’re
taking on a lot more than just college in our daily lives. I’m
entering my fourth year of being involved with the Smith
Society, and looking forward to the next eighty or so.”

Profiles in friendship
STUDY THAO, a Crown

Sociology major and Legal
Studies minor, hopes to
graduate in 2017. She plans
to attend law school. Her
life dream: to become a
judge and have a comfortable home. Her Smith
mentor, CATHY SHENDER,
Study and Cathy
served as a Cowell College
academic adviser for several
decades. (For the last three years, her husband Steve, a
retired journalist, has funded our community service
internships—see last page). Says Study, “Cathy has been
my mentor since the first quarter of my freshman year.
Never having had a mentor before, I didn’t know what to
expect. I started out looking for academic advice, but by
spring quarter I realized that I needed more than academic support; I wanted a motivating, encouraging helper.
Cathy gives me both. She gives me study and writing

improvement tips that have helped me pass classes and
improve my GPA. But her encouragement motivates me
to improve in a lot of ways. We go to dinner and events
together. She is the person I think about when I feel happy
about my UCSC experience.”
Adds Cathy, who has been a Smith mentor since she
retired, in 2011, “Being Study’s mentor has been a great
joy. She shares her academic goals and her hopes and
dreams of having a good life and contributing to the world
in a meaningful way through law practice. We work
together on her academic plan and other ways to improve
her academic performance. But we also get together
socially, at the weekly Smith lunches in Cowell, and off
campus for dinner. It is very rewarding to see her happy
and relaxed, doing very well with her educational experience, friendships, and life in general.”
AMY BISHOP (Merrill ’15) majors in Computational

Math, is our current Program Coordinator, and aims
to become a professional actuary. Her mentor, board
member SUSAN SEABURG, worked for many years for
Hewlett-Packard. Says Amy, “Having served together
on the Core Team, Susan and I already knew each other
before she offered to be my Smith mentor. Time spent
together outside that work has been most meaningful
to me. Every time we meet for coffee or dinner, what
I thought would be a short visit becomes a long one. I
tell her everything going on in my life, good and bad.
She just listens, giving advice when I ask for it and I
always take it to heart. At times keeping up with school
has been difficult and I have felt like taking a break;
she always has found ways to help ease my mind, make
things more accessible for me, and she does this without
judgment or hesitation. I always have her total attention,
something I’ve never experienced before. She’s been more
than a mentor; she’s an admirable friend.”
Susan’s take, “Amy has been a great gift to the Smith
Society—and to me. As soon as she transferred to UCSC,
she jumped into
Smith with enthusiasm, serving on
our Core Leadership Team, sharing
her many talents,
always saying, ‘I
can do that.’ She
has an ability to
Susan and Amy
rise above difficul-

ties that come her way, and that inspires me every day. Her
persistence and strength are qualities our entire community respects and appreciates. She is a kind and loyal person,
who has become a good friend to me. We laugh together
and enjoy doing things as simple as walking or dogs, or as
challenging as ocean kayaking.”
ROSSANNA CASTILLO (College 10 ’17) majors in Psychol-

ogy. She hopes to become a doctor in a military setting
because she feels that our military people have earned the
right to good care. Her mentor, BILL DICKINSON, founded
the Smith Society. Says Rosie, “When Bill offered to be
my mentor, I accepted but didn’t know what to expect. I
never had had one person solely interested in my success
who was willing to be a source of support. Three years
later it’s a relationship I am very honored to have. It has
allowed me to grow. Bill has been there for me, especially
when I needed his guidance the most, letting me know
that I wasn’t crazy for taking on this immense dream while
juggling other responsibilities. I’ve gained
a lot more than I ever
imagined.”
Adds Bill, “Rosie is
one of the strongest
young women I ever
have met. She arrived
at UCSC with two
younger siblings in
Rosie and Bill
tow, having acted as
surrogate mother since she was sixteen. Her first year was
especially hard, tackling a full academic load, top heavy in
science courses, while managing complex family issues and
providing for three on a single student financial aid package. I have watched with great admiration as she traversed
the rapids and kept her focus on her dream of becoming
a doctor, assumed increasing leadership responsibilities as
one of our dedicated student leaders, and figured out how
to shine academically. I am especially proud that she was
chosen to be our first Jane Jordan Fellow to do psychological research with a faculty member.’

Labor of love
When Smith graduates think back about their UCSC
experience, they often think of AMY HAMEL, our
beloved student adviser for over a decade. Starting with
us in 2004, Amy retired in June to focus on being a
full-time grandmother of two.

Helping our
students overcome obstacles
that most of their
more fortunate
peers do not face,
Amy has been a
linchpin in our
students staying
in school and
Hugo, Amy, and Marvin
graduating at a
routinely much better rate than the UCSC student body
as a whole. Says recent graduate Isadora Caffe, “It is hard
to put into words what Amy means to the Smith community. I am lucky to have experienced her in many roles:
advisee, mentee, colleague, and now friend. I can say with
perfect clarity that Amy is a wonderful human being who
has demonstrated great kindness and service to others in
our community.”

place in the scientific community.” She is applying for
doctoral programs in Astrophysics and Physics, with
an emphasis on computational research. Her goal is to
become a participant in large collaborative groups in the
international Astrophysics community.

Amy, who will stay on as a volunteer, says it well, “I just
want our students to see what I see in them—limitless
potential. It gives me great joy to see students find their
confidence, feel like they have a place they belong to,
and blossom into amazing human beings.”

cal research, has been doing Alzheimer’s research with
Professor Jeremy Lee, who works in molecular, cell,
and developmental biology. Says Rebecca, “For as long
as I can remember, the body, biomolecules, and consequential behaviors have held significance for me. The
Leapfrog Fellowship has allowed me to investigate the
possible interaction of dietary copper and cholesterol
in Alzheimer’s. As well it has given me an opportunity
to work with faculty to develop considerable scientific
skills, significantly advancing my pursuit of a research
career, and ultimately supporting my desire to make
a valuable contribution to the community as a medical
practitioner and researcher. I am profoundly thankful for
this support.”

Leapfrog Fellows
The faculty research program—Leapfrog Fellows—that
STEPHEN GAUDIO and MARIA SEGARRA launched last
year, is a major plus for our academically strong students, a potential motivator to others to improve their
performance, and stands an excellent chance of achieving its ultimate intended goal, helping to launch recipients in their careers. Two of the recipients are already
well on their way to success.
MONIQUE WINDJU, a fifth-year Astrophysics major, had

been working already in the Supercomputer Lab with
Professor Enrico Ramirez-Ruiz, whose specialty is dead
stars and black holes, when she received the Leapfrog
Fellowship. She used her fellowship funds to attend a
five-day summer school intensive at UC Santa Barbara
that brings together smart Astrophysics undergraduates,
graduate students, post-docs, and professors to understand how MESA, a leading-edge tool, makes room for
new discoveries. Says Monique, “Using MESA for longterm research in the UCSC group and in the broader
community has contributed a great deal to a sense of

Stephen, Maria, and Leapfrog Fellows

REBECCA PEARSON, who aims to have a career in medi-

Ripple effect

DANNY AMBROSE (Oakes

’04), a psychology major,
discovered his passion for
leadership development
and social justice education
serving as a Neighborhood
Assistant at Oakes and
doing outreach to younger
kids as a Smith Collegiate
Fellow. Earning his MS in
Danny
Higher Education and Student
Affairs Administration from Indiana University in 2006,

he serves as Director of Mentoring & Student Success
at Guttman Community College in New York. He
is working on a doctorate at Fordham. His research
focuses on factors that hinder and promote retention
for former foster youth within the community college
environment. He aims to become a senior community
college administrator.
Says Danny, “As a Smith student leader, I was able to
begin my college access work by coaching high school
students through the UC application process and visiting Independent Living Programs for foster youths to
speak about the benefits of college. I now strive to be
a leader who inspires all students to tell and own their
stories. I hope to change the arc of the urban student
narrative; by infusing learning, persisting, overcoming,
and achieving into the script.”
BRANDY WRIGHT

(Oakes ’12) majored
in Feminist Studies,
receiving college highest honors for community service because of
her work with middle
school foster kids in
Santa Cruz. She now
works for the Silicon
Brandy Valley Children’s Fund,
a non-profit that supports Santa Clara County foster
youth in their pursuit of higher education, coaching
and advocating for nearly forty current or former foster
youths studying at DeAnza College. Having walked
in their shoes, Brandy looks to the much-loved Smith
student adviser, Amy Hamel, as a role model.
After earning two AA degrees at West Valley College,
she had transferred to UCSC winter quarter 2010,
where she moved into Family Student Housing with
her two young kids. Mid-quarter, carrying a full academic load, UCSC handed her what felt like a huge,
insurmountable defeat, rescinding her admissions
when her delayed West Valley transcript showed that
she hadn’t passed statistics. Amy helped her to negotiate a solution with UCSC Admissions and find help
with living expenses while she returned to West Valley,
re-took statistics with a Smith tutor’s aid, and passed
with a B. Readmitted, to matriculate she had to repay
substantial financial aid, an impossible bind. Smith
funds enabled her to wipe the slate clean and make a

fresh start. Concludes Brandy, “The Smith community
demonstrates that in creating a sense of belonging we
produce the possibility of a positive ripple effect.”
LATOYA BROWN (Cowell

’12) first came to us as
a high school student,
attending Music Day, an
annual outreach event
our students host for
pre-college foster youths.
She majored in Feminist
Studies with a concentration in Law, Politics
LaToya
and Social Change. She
is working on an MSW at the University of Southern
California and aims to work in a non-profit serving the
needs of women in difficult situations. She hopes to
one day be director of her own non-profit.
Says LaToya, “Smith has taught me the value of the
communities I live and belong to. While at UCSC it
didn’t occur to me what a positive impact the Smith
Society would have on my life after college. Many of
my most amazing memories are from the Smith Society. I especially value chances like Music Day to get involved with communities to which I already belonged.
When I attended in high school, I never I imagined
that I would be on stage a few years later telling kids
that I had been in their position. Little did I know that
three years after I graduated from college I would still
be part of a great community that means that I will
never be alone in my struggles and will be supported in
the decisions and plans I make.”

Steve Shender with community service interns

