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A family feeling

W

ith your help, we continue to offer students
heart-felt service, a big deal in a mature
institution like UCSC. With a student body
of more than 17,000 last year, it anticipates the arrival
of 5,749 new students in the fall. We offer students
who cannot call home a family feeling,
an antidote to what
historian PAGE SMITH,
our namesake, warned
against, “True learning
is clearly incompatible
with immensity. For
malism, lifeless routines,
bureaucratic obtuseness,
coldness of heart,
impoverishment of
spirit are the inevitable
consequences of
excessive size.” (Hear
for yourself: http://news.
ucsc.edu/2016/05/
smith-society-storycruz.
Page Smith
html).
• Smithies continue to stay in school and graduate at a
better rate than their UCSC peers.

• Thanks to the devoted leadership of emeritus profes
sor GARY MILES, we continue to offer a mentor to
every student who wants one.
• With Hewlett-Packard veteran SUSAN SEABURG as
a guide, each year a new group of students develops
competence serving on our core leadership team.
• Whether they have a housing or financial emergency,
or need help cutting through a bureaucratic thicket,
our students know where to turn.
• Practicing a lifting-as-we-climb spirit, every year they
host younger foster kids on campus as well as doing
community service internships in Santa Cruz.
• Thanks to loyal donors BOB D’INTINO (Crown ’69)
and CYNTHIA CHEN, who offered a match, last year
our students cut their teeth on fundraising, adding
sufficient funds to our scholarship endowment to
fund three scholarships in perpetuity.
• This coming year, partnering with Cabrillo’s Foster
Youth Independence Program, they will help build
a bridge that will make it easier for Cabrillo students
to share in the family feeling.
• Our graduates continue to thrive and be positive
change agents.

Friendship profiles

2016 graduate COURTNEY
PATTERSON, an English
major, plans to do substi
tute teaching and become
a leader in “THINK
together”, a statewide pro
gram providing academic
support and enrichment
Heidi and Courtney
activities to schools, and
do graduate work in creative writing.
Like many Smith students, she wasn’t sure whether she
wanted a mentor. She connected with HEIDI RENTERIA �
at one of our weekly lunches at Cowell. Says Courtney,
“I thought I wouldn’t click with anyone. However, when
I met Heidi, I realized right away I wanted her to be my
mentor. I suppose I hoped she would be someone who
could help me figure out and plan for my future, and
provide networking opportunities. I wanted a mentor
who could help me understand my options and help me
understand myself. Heidi was more than I hoped for. I
still can’t believe how much she has impacted my life,
and I’m sure will continue to do so.”
Adds Heidi, “I quickly learned that among Courtney’s
many admirable qualities are assertiveness, courage, and
excellent communication skills. She’s also smart, wick
edly funny, warmhearted, and fun to be with.” Heidi
feels that being an enthusiastic reader with background
as a copy editor facilitated their rapport, “We soon be
came friends through long talks about literature. It was
rewarding to lend her books and help her work through
editing her memoir. Knowing Courtney has enriched
and expanded my life.”
LEXIE TAPKE, who plans to graduate in 2018, is ma
joring in Literature. A passionate writer, she aims to
pursue this professionally. When she joined Smith she
was matched with UCSC alumna JANICE LASNIER, a
local graphic designer who has mentored seven Smith
students. She had envisioned
having a mentor in her own
field and was surprised to
find that Janice gave her
support that she didn’t even
know she needed. Says
Lexie, “Someone with whom
I can be relaxed and casual,
Janice and Lexie
Janice supported me right

off the bat. When I needed a job she gave me contacts.
When I needed to pay for a dentist, she put me in touch
with Smith’s Financial Aid person. I’m independent, but
there will always be things with which I will need help.
It’s incredibly empowering to have an adult on your
side, especially being in college on your own. Janice is
not a crutch, but a wise friend, always more than willing
to help.”
Says Janice, “Lexie is amazing, talented, full of courage,
and has a wonderful spirit about her. I have great faith in
her and love being a witness to her accomplishments. I
was concerned at first that I couldn’t mentor her academi
cally—Literature and writing are not my strengths. I told
her what I could offer: friendship and support. And that
seems to be working. I feel fortunate to be matched with
Lexie—she’s a definite blessing in my life.”

UCSC Pioneer spirit lives
Smith supporter
GRANT HARTZOG,
UCSC Professor
of Molecular,
Cellular, and
Developmental
Biology, tackled
a big problem
this year, inviting
Rosie and Grant
Smith graduating
senior ROSIE CASTILLO to partner with him. Concerned
with the failure rate of many first-generation, first-year
biology students, he launched an experimental seminar
to acquaint them with scientific method. Says Professor
Hartzog, “Beginning students frequently lack self-con
fidence, a particular problem for students from families
who can’t tell them what to expect or reassure them that
all students feel insecure or stressed at some point in their
college careers.”
Starting with a professor giving a research seminar as if
addressing his peers, says Professor Hartzog, “In subse
quent sessions the students and I ‘deconstructed’ that first
seminar slide by slide, discussing the underlying ideas,
logic, techniques and the speaker’s interpretation of re
sults.” The aim: to help students understand the material
but also to teach them scientific reasoning, awareness that
struggling with material is central to learning, and the
self-confidence to speak up and ask questions, whether
with peers or professors.

On her own at sixteen, caring for younger siblings, Rosie
(who graduated with high honors) shared her first-year
struggles and how she figured out how to make college
work. Acting as Hartzog’s consultant, she tracked student
comments, solicited their private improvement ideas, and
helped design a survey to track course outcomes.

Leapfrog fellowship leaps

At our May Chancellor’s reception, STEPHEN
GAUDIO, of Varian Medical Systems, announced that
the $50,000 endowment for his Leapfrog Faculty
Research Fellowship was reached – two years ahead of
schedule! Gaudio credits his professional success to his
ability to do research with faculty members as an under
graduate at UC San Diego. He wants Smith students to
have the same access. This year we had three recipients:
• Physics major MONIQUE WINDJU modeled the
evolution of double white dwarf binary systems, where
one star transfers mass to another. She compares the
model data to observed data from telescopes to draw
conclusions on the past and future of these systems.
• Earth Science junior KRISTINA OKAMOTO focused
on nautilids, ancestors of the living nautilus, and their
relatives, the ammonites, who went extinct at the same
time as the dinosaurs, to understand why nautilids
survived while ammonites did not.
• Jane Jordan Fellow and Psychology senior ROSIE
CASTILLO participated in a lab that used a conjunctive
continuous performance task to gauge a participant’s
attention based on the number of correct responses to
see if there is a correlation between brain wave pat
terns and the level of difficulty of a task.

Ripple effect
Consider the ripple effect of what you make possible.
Most Smith students end up graduating. At least three
have PhDs. Several are lawyers, teachers, and social
workers. Some work in business, a few having started
their own. Many are now terrific parents.
STEPHANIE FRIGAULT majored in Business Manage
ment Economics. She first got involved with Smith
when she was at Santa Cruz High and attended an an
nual College Camp that brings foster youth to campus
for a few days to experience college life. She went on to
Hastings, where she met her husband, Noah. Deciding

to work directly with transition
aged youths, she currently is a
Youth Development Specialist
at Bay Area Youth Center.
Says Stephanie, “Smith was
invaluable and a big reason I
chose UCSC: priority enroll
ment in classes and tutoring
Noah and Stephanie
were essential to my success.
Guaranteed off-season housing during breaks helped
me to feel at home and connected to my school. Smith
Senior Fellows felt like family and helped me move
through many challenges with grace and confidence.”
AMBROSIA SHAPIRO majored in Politics. At UCSC, and
later at Berkeley, she helped first-generation, low-income,
former foster youth, homeless,
and independent students to
find their way to college. She
now is Community Involvement
Coordinator at Covenant House,
an Oakland homeless shelter for
youth ages 18-24. She plans to
do graduate work in education
Ambrosia or social work.

Says Ambrosia, “The Smith Society holds a big place
in my heart. During my time at UCSC, a host of car
ing people surrounded me, encouraged me when I felt
overwhelmed, helped me navigate campus bureaucracy,
and celebrated my academic and personal successes. I
am still in contact with caring Smith friends who talk to
me about my future goals and connect me with people
so that I can continue to grow, learn, and achieve. I am
honored to be part of Smith and committed to help fu
ture students have the amazing opportunities and support
network for which I am abidingly grateful.”
TEE NGUYEN majored in Business Management
Economics with an emphasis in accounting. Currently
a business accountant, he aims to travel, have a family,
own a home, be a wonderful dad, an excellent business
consultant, and endow a scholarship.

Says Tee, “The Smith Society is a group of wonderful
people who loved and believed in me more than I’ve
loved and believed in myself. It supported me emotion
ally and financially and I want to do the same for others.
My mentor, DICK DAVIS, took the time to get to know
me, helped me think about what I really want from life
and appreciate the simple things, and connected me

with internship opportuni
ties in Santa Cruz banks. The
Smith Society offers a lifelong
connection to the history,
legacy, and future of former
foster youth who will succeed
in reaching their dreams.”
PRECIOUS WARD majored in
Tee
Business Management Econom
ics, going on to New York University for a Master’s in
Public & Nonprofit Management. She currently is the
Foster Youth Program Developer at Chabot community
college in Oakland, preparing to launch a program in
the fall to support former foster youth at Chabot, reach
out to pre-college Alameda County foster youth, and
collaborate with local foster youth agencies.

Says Precious, “When I first came to UCSC, I felt alone,
lacking the same family support as my peers. Becom
ing part of Smith, I no longer felt alone. I had support
of caring people who were on my side eager and willing
to help ensure I was successful in college. The Smith
Society was the catalyst that
showed me who I was and
what I wanted to do with my
life. Because of my involve
ment with Smith I grew and
blossomed.”
Psychology grad RENEE
ROWE, enrolled in a Master’s
Precious
program at Kent State major
ing in Human Development and Family Studies, aims
to design for Ohio a program like Smith. Says Renee,
“Like Smith, I want to create a program that is more
a community of friends than one that only provides
bare essentials and views students as at-risk or different,
one that provides positive self
images, builds character, and
fosters natural growth and
relationships.”
“When I came to UCSC
I was lost, not knowing
where to start. I met Smith’s
financial aid adviser
Renee
CHERYL PERAZZO. I was
shocked that she’d heard of me and comforted by her

help. Smith provided me with a mentor and access to
other caring people; unused to adults willing to help
with my struggles, it was an amazing experience. Smith
also offered chances to help younger foster youths get on
track for college, which reinforced my desire to work in
human services.”
DARIUS BROWN majored in American Studies,
focusing on the ethnic communities that helped build
this country. After graduate work in “the School of
Hard Knocks” he now serves
as the Homeless Youth
Specialist for the Santa Clara
County Office of Education
and plans to obtain his MSW.

Says Darius, “Smith was very
financially and emotionally
supportive. I hit rock bottom
Darius
when a seventeen-year-old loved
one was murdered and I thought I was done with school;
it felt like a bubble compared to the reality of what
happened back home. Without the emotional support I
received from Smith, I would have dropped out. Smith
showed me love when I was broken.”
While at UCSC, sociology major JOY ANDERSON
volunteered as the local chapter president of California
Youth Connection, an organization of former and cur
rent foster youths that advo
cates for system reforms. She
now works in Sacramento as
CYC’s Policy Coordinator.
Says Joy, “Going straight into
a four year university after
emancipating from foster care
was a big struggle. The first
Joy
people I met at UCSC, Smith
staff and volunteers helped me
on my path to graduation, especially my wonderful
mentor and friend, JANICE LASNIER. Being part of
Smith I knew I always had someone cheering for me,
especially when struggles with anxiety and depression
impacted my grades. Whether it was financial aid, bud
geting, needing to find housing or get a new computer,
academic support, or, most importantly, someone to
just listen, I always knew that I had access to someone
to help and give expert advice.”

